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Policy Regarding the Return of Seized German Documents 

Introduction 


1. The United States Government currently holds various 
categories of German Documents, including books, manuscripts, 
films and other similar materials, regardless of physical form or 
characteristic, seized during or after World War II. As used m 
this paper the word "documents'* does not include such interests as 
literary, artistic, or industrial rights. Many of these materials 
are held subject to understandings with the British (such as the 
Biss ell-Sincla ir agreement) that joint Anglo-American approval will be 
required for any action taken with regard to disposing of the documents. 
Consultation will therefore be had with appropriate British authorities 
in all cases where such an understanding applies. This consultation 
may relate to the disposal, use, or cost of maintenance, of these 

materials. 

2. Allied rights to seized German documents derive from these 


sources s 

a. Provisions of Article £3 of the Annex to the Hague Convention IV, 
1907, which would cover the seizure of materials belonging to the 
German State seized on or prior to May 8, 19h$ (de facto end of 
Hostilities) and which could have been used for military operations. 

These 
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Ih#»* «»y bt re tallied at Mr booty. 

b» tro lagl Nation authorial*, tha leisure of certain 
Oerw n» Mdef eneatswnta mm. *0C 

La * #2 » Oecobn 12, 1«*S) *06 Directive n», vovenber 
12, 1945! ADC Order *4, m y 13, 194ft end *oo Uw #34t 
Augutt 26, 1946. foet ajC the deetmurbt nee to ‘, 1 1 1 
control ear. totted enter the provisions of Ania d 

y 1 «* l * i *«»»* «“» *CC 4«r», order*, and directive, 

, nara aired In the naln at the odifleoatlon of Watlonal 
fooiallet fircpatenda mtterirl* and amtary or para- 
nUltary dccuaente pnreoant to the policy of vith- 
1 draetng .^withholding tuch notarial,. free t, M 
Germans*. 

o. ACC Law #5, October 30 f 194?, and Allied Uigh 
Commission ban #63, August 31, 1951, which deprive the 
* forEW ****** ot title to property ta)c«n ns 

reparations, and prevent any a lain fraa b«in« asserted 
l^ith regard to* sueh property. * 
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3 . It Is the anaoonsed poUoy of the United stetea 
to ^offlotr frlandly relations with tha ffcdej*l Republic of 
<^Miy on a nonal baala, to bring about .If active 

participation 
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nhttii aM #f iBhwrMt pr®j.«s«*J» «tu»a*tOT» or »hlo» 
d«al ritfa the or g w M i atlo P, personnel, end operation 
of IB»»i Party institutions, except where sucb transfer 
would sot jtoMftflit the d neocr a tic way of Ufa In the 
Federal Republic. ; 

5. in appropriate eases, subject to overriding 

political ana mUltaa^ Waiawi^towif documents 

which wool* normally be returned may be retained temporarily 
for tha purpose! of official research* 

Busina*! or other records Involved in «»nomy property 
litigation St#l Unit ad States, or naval records concerned 
with ship iiirnaiantir or ship ro fuelling involved in claims 
litigation, tWtort tha United States Government, may be re- 
tained %r Ipr posaf of litigation, pending or threatened, 
Until satisfactory arrungemants are *a da to secure the de- 
sired inf ormatlon or evidence f row them* 

6. All materials which are uniquely a part cf the 
German cultural heritage will, sublet to the provisions 

of paragraphs 4 and preceding, be returned to tha Federal 
Republic of Germany at an early data. 

7. The Federal Republic of Germany may be requested 
to specify categories of materials which it regards as 
urgently required, and .to indicate the priorities acoording 

to which 
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to which the m; terlals ur« desired. 

8* Representatives of th<* Fcdaral Republic r r' be 
granted access to record# which nre to be return^, su,;. 
to security considers tioas and ir aoooid.:.„,c« wit!.* 
administx’ative arronfeaentr> of tl.e jspQCt .' vq age. 

9-. Appropriate procedures for the i»|detr«*i*..-.l :icn 
the above policy will be worked out by tat Departs of 
State in consul tation Kith other intere.vte holdir «ge . 

10, The Uepartr.snt of State will eour ’It rtt* i. -.r.' 
British authorities on cue at Ions relating f o acc?y.jt to /- 
disposition of seised Gerrsn ccoutaentB cv tc the * ‘ of 
maintenance of such record® he? v*. jointly vy "he r r if.ee! s 
and the tnited Kingdom* 
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